
Reopening Letter from Superintendent Burmeister  
Phase 3 

 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
If you are receiving this letter, your child is scheduled to return to school in-person as part of 
MPCSD’s Phase 3 reopening plan. As a reminder, Phase 3 students are all MPCSD kindergarteners 
and first graders who are enrolled in our Hybrid learning model. Your child is scheduled to return 
to school Monday, September 28. I acknowledge that this is Yom Kippur and ask your forgiveness 
for the conflict. As always, you are welcome to keep your students home to observe this religious 
holy day and it is an excused absence.  
 
If you are receiving this letter and you are NOT planning to send your child back to school even 
though you are enrolled in our Hybrid model, you likely have already talked to our registrar and 
your principal and understand your options. If you have not, please reach out ASAP to 
info@mpcsd.org. 
 
This email is long but contains much important information regarding your student’s return. 
Please read it thoroughly. I begin with an item that needs your attention right away.  
 
COVID Testing for Students and Their Families on Tuesday, September 22 
MPCSD has organized a COVID testing event through a third-party provider for all kindergarten 
and first grade students (and their families) returning to school on September 28. The event will 
take place on Tuesday, September 22 at Hillview Campus. MPCSD would like all returning families 
to consider signing up to have their child(ren) tested; while not required, it is highly 
recommended to keep our community safe and our schools open. Siblings and parents are also 
welcome to sign up to be tested.  
 

*** Sign Up by 11:59 p.m. Thursday, September 17 *** 
You must sign up for a timeslot in advance and provide your information in order to participate. 
The signup calendar will remain open through tomorrow, Thursday, September 17 at 11:59 p.m. 
Click Here to Schedule COVID Testing.  
 
We have prepared a Google folder with forms to be printed, completed, and brought with you to 
the testing event, as well as information on how to access your results. Please make sure to 
complete the “COVID-19 Patient Test Request Form” for each family member to be tested. 
Testing will be billed to each family’s personal health insurance and no out-of-pocket expenses 
will be required at the event. Results should be available by Friday, September 25.   
 
Test options include the recommended viral test for the presence of SARS-CoV-2 (requiring a 
nasopharyngeal or oropharyngeal swab administered via a registered nurse), as well as an 
additional, optional antibody test to assess previous exposure to SARS-CoV-2 (requiring a blood 
draw done via a registered nurse).   
 
Results are confidential and reported to you only. To ensure safe and successful return to school 
for students and staff, all parents are highly encouraged to sign the form "Authorization for 
Disclosure and Use of Medical Information” for their children (in the Google folder) which will 

https://app.acuityscheduling.com/schedule.php?owner=20432581&location=1100%20Elder%20Avenue%2C%20Menlo%20Park%2C%20CA%2094025
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1YfELrfhTziMJt5OBRBmerumAi2dxPTyb?usp=sharing


allow students’ positive results to be reported to the District. This will allow us to provide 
appropriate guidance to you and to take effective next steps.  
 
To effectively isolate positive cases and contact trace, we need families to report a positive test 
immediately to your school principal. DO NOT send your child to school, and follow the CDC 
guidelines about quarantine and when you can be around other people again. The school district 
and county will also follow up with you about next steps for a positive COVID test.   
 
County Data Headed in the Right Direction (DOWN) 
I am happy to report that the COVID data for San Mateo County has decreased considerably this 
week. Our adjusted case rate is currently at 6% and our positivity rate is 4.1%, both of which qualify 
us to be in the phase below purple (red). This is a good sign that SMC may be able to return 
businesses and schools more fully and without a waiver. Important note: data is two-weeks old by 
the time it is published, so anything can happen. The state will update its figures every Tuesday; if 
a county has spent the minimum three weeks in one tier and met both marks for the next tier for 
14 days, it is eligible to move down in the next update. It’s possible that if our data holds, 
additional MPCSD grade levels could return in-person as early as mid-October without a waiver. 
 
Daily Schedules - Kindergarten 
Beginning September 28, kindergarten students will follow the AM/PM Hybrid schedule as 
described in the Reopening Plan. Morning (AM) kinders will begin at 8:00 a.m. and end at 11:00 
a.m. Afternoon (PM) kinders will begin at 12:00 p.m. and end at 3:00 p.m. Lunch will not be 
included in the school day. Classrooms will be disinfected daily between the cohorts. We expect 
students to be dropped off and picked up on time, no exceptions. Your help with this will make 
school safer for everyone. 
 
Daily Schedules - First Grade 
Beginning September 28, first grade students will begin their day with a staggered start to 
support physical distancing. For the first four weeks of in-person instruction (September 
28-October 23), first grade classes will participate in a modified, four-hour, in-person instructional 
day with a dismissal occuring four hours after their staggered arrival. Start and end times will be 
assigned and communicated by your site. We expect students to be dropped off and picked up 
on time, no exceptions. Your help with this will make school safer for everyone. 
 

September 28-October 23: First grade classes will begin between 8:00 a.m. and 8:30 a.m 
and end between 12:00 p.m. and 12:30 p.m. Lunch will not be included in the school day. 
Small reading groups and specialist (art, music, world language, PE) classes will be 
provided over Zoom in the afternoons.  

 
Beginning October 26: First grade classes will transition to the Hybrid “modified full day” 
schedule reflected in the Reopening Plan. Class will start between 8:00 a.m. and 8:30 a.m. 
and end between 1:30 p.m. and 2:00 p.m. Lunch will be included in the school day. This will 
be the daily schedule for the remainder of the year whenever we are in person. 

 
Yard Duty Positions Open 
We need your help! A safe and effective start to school requires us to hire and train 12 yard duty 
supervisors quickly. MPCSD is hiring these additional yard duties to supervise the staggered drop 
off, pick up, recesses, and lunches we will have in place. The job is seven hours/day, five days/week 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/end-home-isolation.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fprevent-getting-sick%2Fwhen-its-safe.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/end-home-isolation.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fprevent-getting-sick%2Fwhen-its-safe.html
https://covid19.ca.gov/safer-economy/
https://district.mpcsd.org/Domain/746
https://district.mpcsd.org/Domain/746


from 7:30 or 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 or 3:30 p.m. and pays up to $24/hour. Many parents over the years 
have enjoyed being a part of the MPCSD family in this way. If you are interested in joining our 
team or know someone who may be, please see or share the job posting here. This would also be 
a great position for a college student or young adult who is looking to make some extra money.  
 
Extended Care 
Our two child care partners, GrowFit and Newton, will offer extended care options that align with 
our kindergarten and first grade schedules. They will offer AM and PM kinder care and first grade 
extended care. If your child participates in an extended care option, it will be a second cohort for 
your child. The care programs will follow strict health and safety protocols including masking for 
all students and staff and physical distancing. Since students will be back at school daily and 
completing their school work in class, the extended care options are primarily play and recreation 
based. (There will be support for the afternoon reading groups and specialist classes for first 
graders during the first four weeks.) 
 
GrowFit operates at Encinal campus and Newton operates at Laurel’s Lower and Oak Knoll 
campuses. You may choose to send your child to either program, but if you choose a program 
that is not offered at your school site, you are responsible for transportation. For options and 
pricing, contact GrowFit at info@growfitpe.com or Newton at their registration website. 
 
Lunch 
Students who stay on campus in extended care over the lunch hour may pack a lunch or order 
from a modified, prepackaged menu offered by our usual lunch provider, LunchMaster. When 
first graders begin attending longer days, on October 26, they may also order lunch through 
LunchMaster. When ordered through LunchMaster, parents will need to arrange pick up of the 
prepackaged and sealed lunches weekly on Mondays from 3:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at Encinal 
School’s front carpool circle. Weekly lunch distribution will begin Monday afternoon, September 
28. Please email Debi Rice at drice@mpcsd.org for questions about lunch ordering. 
 
Students receiving Free and Reduced Breakfast and Lunch will also still receive their lunches 
using the new weekly distribution program on Mondays from 3:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at Encinal 
School. This coming Monday, September 21 will be the FINAL delivery of lunches to families. Due 
to the need for staff and vans to be accessible for students returning, MPCSD can no longer 
provide this service. A HUGE kudos to the staff who made delivery a reality since March. Thank 
you to the families for welcoming us so warmly each week. Please email Debi Rice at 
drice@mpcsd.org for questions about free and reduced meal services or call Flor Espinal at 
650-321-7140. 
 
Transportation 
MPCSD is only able to provide school bus transportation for students enrolled in the Tinsley 
Voluntary Transfer Program. If you are a TVTP family and have already registered for 
transportation prior to school starting, you will be contacted with your bus schedule. If you are a 
TVTP family and have NOT signed up for transportation and would like to, please contact Wendy 
Valencia at: wvalencia@mpcsd.org. There will be no fee-based school busing at this time. 
 
PPE and Other Health & Safety Protocols 
Face masks are required by MPCSD for every student and adult on campus at all times, except 
when eating or when exercising outside with six-foot distancing. MPCSD will provide every 

https://www.edjoin.org/Home/DistrictJobPosting/1327755
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student with a cloth reusable mask. It will be waiting for your child in their classroom when they 
return. We will have disposable masks available for students who forget, lose, or damage their 
masks. Please send your child to school every day with a clean mask that they can put on and 
take off by themselves. 
 
MPCSD will practice physical distancing of six feet at all times, unless conditions require closer 
contact between a staff member and student; additional safety precautions will be followed in 
these cases. Classrooms will be set up with desks six feet apart. Markings will denote where 
students should stand when waiting in lines, and where they should sit when eating. Recesses 
will be staggered to avoid mixing of cohorts. Classrooms will have their own play equipment not 
to be shared with other classrooms. Bathrooms will be assigned to specific cohorts. Your child’s 
teacher will help students learn all these expectations. The good news is that children are very 
resilient and as Summer School proved, our students should have no problem learning and 
adapting to the new expectations. 
 
Daily Health Screening 
Parents are required to complete a mandatory daily health screening using the tool in your 
Parent Square app. The screening will ask you to confirm that your child does not have a fever 
and does not have any of the symptoms related to COVID. When you have completed the 
screening, you will receive a green check if you are clear to return to school that day. If you do not 
receive a green check, DO NOT COME to school. Please contact your school’s front office to 
discuss your child’s symptoms and await clearance to return to school. Parents whose child 
attends school yet fail to complete the screening or who answer yes to any screening questions 
will be called to return to campus and take their child home. Staff are required to do the same for 
themselves.  
 
Air Quality Protocol 
For everyone’s safety, MPCSD is committed to in-person instruction only when air quality is safe to 
be in school with the competing COVID ventilation recommendations.  
 
When the AQI is 150 or above (considered “unhealthy” or worse) on the night before a school day, 
students will be asked to stay home for at-home learning. Should the AQI be close to 150 and the 
forecast for the following day be in the “unhealthy” or worse range, I will also make the call to 
move to at-home learning for the next day. I will make the call up to 4:00 a.m. the morning of and 
will notify both staff and parents via email. You will be responsible to check your email each 
morning that the air quality is potentially poor. Should we reach 150 AQI or higher after school has 
already begun, students will not be dismissed early on that day; we will proceed as normal until 
the end of the day. Our health experts confirmed for us that the MERV 13 filters and the HEPA 
filtration systems we have in place are sufficient in such a case. NOTE: MPCSD uses airnow.gov for 
AQI data.  
 
Parent-Teacher Conferences for K-1 
In order to provide K-1 teachers and families the opportunity to develop some normalcy as we 
return, I have made the decision to move just kinder and first grade conferences to Thursday and 
Friday, December 10 and 11. These will be two full days of no synchronous instruction. Teachers 
will provide students with some asynchronous work on these days as students will remain at 
home while K-1 teachers conduct conferences with parents via Zoom. 
 



Mandatory Parent Orientations Prior to Start 
The Superintendent’s Office is offering three mandatory parent meetings with kinder and first 
grade families to share more safety and logistic details as well as answer questions. While each 
school site is serving as “host” of one of the meetings, parents can attend whichever meeting is 
most convenient for your schedule. If you want your principal to be at the meeting you choose, 
you will need to choose the meeting your school is hosting. Meetings are scheduled as follows: 
 

Monday, September 21 @ 3:00 p.m. 
Host: Oak Knoll  
Register in advance for this webinar. After registering, you will receive a confirmation email 
containing information about joining the webinar. 

 
Monday, September 21 @ 5:00 p.m. 
Host: Laurel 
Register in advance for this webinar. After registering, you will receive a confirmation email 
containing information about joining the webinar. 

 
Tuesday, September 22 @ 6:30 p.m.  
Host: Encinal 
Register in advance for this webinar. After registering, you will receive a confirmation email 
containing information about joining the webinar. 

 
Family Expectations 
We are in this together! The success of our reopening and keeping our schools open depends on 
all of us. MPCSD has very strict health and safety protocols in place to minimize the risk of virus 
spread. County health experts have been clear: community spread of COVID in San Mateo County 
is coming from people’s behaviour at home - not wearing masks when going out, not physically 
distancing, and gathering in large groups. I implore you to practice strict COVID safety among 
your own family and friends. Your child will be part of closed cohorts at school, and we ask that 
you minimize risk to the greatest extent possible at home. Please remember to have your entire 
family and all the people you socialize with wear masks when going out or among people not in 
your household, maintain six foot distancing, and avoid gathering in large groups. To the extent 
possible, please avoid the following: 

● Unnecessary travel;  
● Sleepovers;  
● Avoidable indoor activities such as playdates, restaurant visits, youth classes/sports, etc. 

(Outdoor versions of these activities with the right protocols are preferred.); 
● Child care or youth programs that do not follow strict health protocol; and, 
● Contact with individuals for whom you cannot confirm they do not have COVID. 

It just takes one positive COVID case to shut down an entire classroom for 14 days! While we 
cannot require your adherence to these guidelines, we reiterate that not doing so means we will 
be right back to Distance Learning for all and many more COVID cases in our community. 
Together, we can stay safe and healthy and keep our schools open. Thank you for your vigilance.  
 
Instruction September 21-25 
To allow our returning teachers some time to prepare their classrooms and lessons for the 
transition from distance learning to in-person instruction, I have allowed kinder and first grade 
teachers to decrease the number of synchronous (live, online with teacher) instructional minutes 

https://mpcsd.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_7v1upFNGQe25Z1uLs4mDMQ
https://mpcsd.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_snAlWaRBSaeTnkeuOHX26g
https://mpcsd.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_3SdTjDJPQaeiE7MCqM16XA


next Monday-Thursday. On Friday, all learning by kinder and first grade students will be 
asynchronous. Please work with your child(ren) to manage their expectations and provide grace 
to your teachers who will be working hard to prepare their physical space and lessons.  
 
In closing, while long, this letter is by no means an exhaustive list of all the information you will 
need. Your principals and teachers have further information to share and are well prepared to do 
so; please look out for their messages. You will also learn more at the mandatory Parent 
Orientations next week. I am so grateful for the entire MPCSD community throughout the past 
several months. As I often say, no one would want to go through this, but I wouldn’t want to go 
through it with any other team. It has been a clear desire of most families to return to school as 
soon as possible, and we are proud to have the health and safety priorities, collaboration from 
teachers and administration, and careful guidance of the School Board allowing us to make this 
transition. I look forward to welcoming your child back on campus September 28. 
 
With utmost respect and gratitude, 
Erik 
 
 


